50                      THE    NAZIS    AT   WAR
snowstorms and the cold. The German railways used to
be prepared for those every winter."
This is quite true. Even if war had not broken out,
transport conditions in the Reich would have become
catastrophic sooner or later. I remember the report of
Dr. Dorpmueller, the Nazi Transport Minister, issued in
1938. It said among other things:
"The railways have been unable during the past year,
mainly because of the shortage of raw materials and the
overburdening of industry with other work, to carry on
the proper maintenance of structures, permanent way and
rolling stock. It must be stated plainly that failure to
solve the question maintenance of existing equipment and
provision for extensive renewals may cause irreparable
damage/'
It has caused damage. My friend, eager to board the
train, was trying to find out the time of departure. He
found it impossible.
" We do not know yet whether a train will be available,"
was the answer which he received to his repeated inquiries.
He decided to make for the waiting room and hope for
the best
The four large waiting rooms of the Anhalter Station
were crowded. Surely it is impossible, he thought, that so
ftiany people are waiting for trains. He knew that every-
body who could possibly avoid travelling was following
the official advice.
He soon discovered that the hundreds of people crowded
into the waiting rooms had come there to seek shelter
from the cold. With their homes unheated and with
nowhere to go for comfort elderly people had brought
covers and mattresses along to the station.
"It's easier in the country," an elderly, well dressed
man said to him when he had found a little space on a